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Capsule-Summary

The site of this former farm complex is slated to
lizht industrial vark. There was no recorcable fabric left,
were a number of buildins ruins, indicating that this was at
typical larze scale farming overation, no doubt connected in
with the canning industry that played such an imvortant role

County's econony.
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DESCRIPTION IS

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD “*RUINS ~ ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
est o tre .earvlane Jistoricul Iruct, two sites survevors

visited thie site in late lLecemoer, 1500, 4 oriefl walkinz tocur revealed

a number of resiaential and asricultural stractures, all in az2dvanced ctates
ofceterioration or collanse. {0 rieasur=zments or nhotorranhs were tairen

at this time: loss of slate funding and time constraints imcosed by the

Jept. of rlanning vrevented any additional visits to zather nore information.

This wvas a larrce asriculiural comnlex that has been avcandoned for a
numser of ryears, 1t occuvies the entire couthwest corner of the intersection
of vld rnilacelpnia oad andé sShort Lane. Iwo balloon frarie resifences-=two
story L-nlan structures wit: rabdle end roois were ooserved, Jircular sawn
materials, cut nails and mouldings, as well as tine lacxk of larse cookine
fireplaces sugmest late 12th century consiruction dztez. “hese mar have
been tenant houses, ihey are coti on the verrme of total collunse,

‘here was an oven ecquintmoent shec, constructed by :the vpost in cround
method, znié incorporating circular sawn zaterials, witah a modern mnetal roo”
Jwo small (15'x £3') sheds that avpeared to nhave been livingz cuarters for
farm viorizers were seens ‘hese incorvorated interior orick flues and iere
built on the ground with no onaserment or crawl s»nacs also, tuere as a

single story shed/marace comtination (15' x 75') thaat appeared to ave
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iztion
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czen short term housin-s. A large -bank barn with a stone foun

o
<a

ot

burneu lonz vefore this wvisit, zand nothing of rec:rdable value was left.,
“he 1364 aerial photogravhs , and the aerial photos from more

current years that are used oy the Harford County Jerartiment of .laniing

and Jonins show this complex as it wav in those years., 4 better understanding

of the obuildings and the size of the comnlex will be had from exurminin-
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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£ _1800-1893 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
1800 —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY:
_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
zhe land arounc the ouildings on this site was still beinc used
to szrow corn when this site was visited in December 1980. low.ver the
area was Tfar fron geing a farm in the traditional sense of *he word. In
fact, this land is slated to become an industrial cite on the zdme of the
vity of Aoerdeen, and may even be annexed. woUch a conversion underscores

the dramatic

in other parts of iarford Uounty.

in many arsas,

infortunately there was no recoruavle

shift in landuse andg

. [ .
life styles ocurrin; not

bric left at

o
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only aere, but

Light industry has replaced agriculture

1

this Bite.

cowever, it was in all probability a typical large scale farming operation

with 19th century trapwvings, including numerous outouildings,

iiote-no title search done for this site,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE COUNTY
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EElFORM PREPARED BY
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Phillip Lord/Wayne lielad Historic S8ite Surveyors
ORGAN Ay ford County Department of Plamning & Zoning °*™ January 1981
mﬂHT&NK%B%outh Main Street TELEPESY-6000
Cnyowm%gl Air Mgg?iand
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle =

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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3. Thomas Barronger
County Executve

December 29, 1980

Mr. Bruce Hegstad, President
Hazleton Systems, Inc.

P.0. Box 700

Aberdeen, Maryland 21001

Dear Mr. Hegstad,

In response to a request from the Maryland Historical Trust, on
December 16, 1980, Harford County Historic Sites Surveyors, Wayne Nield
and Phillip Lord, visited a tract of land located at the southeast corner
of 01d Philadelphia Road and Short Lane (Md. Rt. 715) owned by the Aberdeen
Industrial Center Partnership, Contained in this area are the ruins of an
extensive agricultural complex dating from the late 19th century and early
20th centuries, once owned by the Mitchell family., The Mitchells are

significant for thejr association with agriculture and the canning industry
in Harford County.

Since it is likely that planned development will require the demolition
of this site for an industrial center, we would ask that razing be delayed
until we can record these older structures. This process would take less

than a week, and would ensure that an important component of Harford County's
history Is not lost forever.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Very truly yours,

Guy W. Hager, Alcp
Director, Department of
Planning and Zoning

GWH :mm

cc: Aberdeen Town Commisioners

45 SOUTH MAIN STRIEY /7 Biy AR, MARYLAND 21014 / (301) 838 6000 7 89 2000
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